
Preparing for the Electric Car: Smart 
Grid, Clean Energy, and Energy Policy 

This breakout group includes a panel of experts to discuss the opportunities and 
challenges related to preparing for the electric car. This includes the perspective of 

the electric utility industry, smart grid implications, types of policy and 
government incentives, driving habits, and impact on vehicle design. This will 

include interactive discussions of the implications of these emerging trends for 
Southern Automotive manufacturers. Panel members will include representatives 

from the automotive industry, energy and utility industries, and academia. 
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(THIS TIME IT IS FOR REAL…REALLY)







What is MEPI and Why?

State Energy Policy Landscape



MEPI Committees

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
• Smart Grid 
• Workforce Needs of the Energy Sector 
• Renewable Energy Sources 
• Inventory of Resources and Infrastructure 
• New Automotive, Aerospace, and Defense Technologies
• Nuclear
• Natural Gas
• Carbon, Capture, Sequestration, and Storage 
• Mississippi and National Energy Policy Impact 
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MEPI Committees

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
• Smart Grid 

– Defined the Smart Grid 

– Encouraged the Public Service Commission to develop a Smart grid 
Standard 
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MEPI Committees

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
• Smart Grid 
• Workforce Needs of the Energy Sector 
• Renewable Energy Sources 
• Inventory of Resources and Infrastructure 
• New Automotive, Aerospace, and Defense Technologies

– Smart Grid components manufacturing 

– Recruit Mississippi advanced battery technology companies

– Develop and promote public infrastructure to support the electric and 
hybrid car 
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Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007

• Defines Plug-In Electric Drive Vehicle 
• Plug-in Electric Drive Vehicle Program 
• Near-Term Transportation Sector 

Electrification Program
• Created new programs at universities 

to support related majors 
• Domestic Manufacturing Conversion 

Grant Program
• Loan guarantee program for private 

sector battery manufacturing facilities 
• Inclusion of Electric Drive in Energy 

Policy Act of 1992
• Advanced Battery Loan Guarantee 

Program
• Advanced Technology Vehicles 

Manufacturing Incentive Program

Current Law: President Bush Signs the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007
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Federal Energy Policy Landscape

• Required public utilities to develop  a plan to support the use of EVs
• Required state regulatory entities to develop smart grid protocols
• DOE program to specifically integrate electric vehicles in to the grid
• Vehicle Manufacturing Assistance Program for automotive manufacturers



Federal Energy Policy Landscape

ARRA

• Modified Plug In Electric 
Vehicle Credit

• Plug In Hybrid Conversion Kit 
Tax Credit
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Our Other Panelists

• Dan Heur, Senior Manager for Manufacturing 
Program Management for Electric Vehicles, 
Nissan North America 

• Mr. Rusty Burroughs Vice President, Integrated 
Energy Management of Entergy

• Dr. Roger King of the Center for Advanced 
Vehicular Systems, Mississippi State University
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